
 

Proclamation Commemorating the Centennial of 19th Amendment 

 
Whereas, in 1848 people gathered together in Seneca Falls, New York and cited the unfairness of 
depriving women of the right to vote; and  

Whereas, the fight for women’s suffrage, from the first women’s rights convention to 
enfranchisement, lasted more than 72 years, with women from all walks of life, political views and 
demographic backgrounds asking for the right to voice their opinions at the polls; and  

Whereas, the suffrage movement in North Carolina began in 1894 with the formation of the NC 
Equal Suffrage Association in Asheville, and Senator J L Hyatt of Yancey County introduced a bill 
in 1897 for a state amendment extending the vote to women that died in committee; and. 

Whereas, Gertrude Weil revived the NC movement in 1913 forming the NC Equal Suffrage League 
in Charlotte, and in 1915 Lilian Exum Clement of Asheville started a group that became 
the National Woman's Party, which focused on obtaining a federal suffrage amendment; and  

Whereas, suffragists pushed for a single constitutional amendment, granting female suffrage on the 
federal level that "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by 
the United States or by any state on account of sex."; and 

Whereas, Carrie Chapman Catt led the national movement, meeting with President Woodrow Wilson 
to secure support for suffrage in light of women’s contributions during World War I; and  

Whereas, on 10 Jan. 1918 the U.S. House of Representatives approved the “Susan B Anthony”  
Amendment-with the affirmative vote of only one North Carolina representative, Edwin Y. Webb, 
and requiring three-fourths of the states henceforth to ratify this 19th Amendment; and 

Whereas, on August 17, 1920 NC failed to become the critical 36th state to ratify the Amendment 
when legislators postponed consideration until 1921, but reconsidered the vote on August 19th, after 
Tennessee voted for ratification on August 18th, soundly defeating it 71 to 41, and, became the next to 
last state to belatedly ratify the amendment on May 6th, 1971; and  

Whereas, the introduction, passage, and ultimate ratification of the 19th Amendment were the 
culmination of decades of work and struggle by advocates for the rights of women across the US 
(many who did not live to see it become the law of the land), enabling millions of women on August 
26, 1920 to more fully participate in our democracy and the civic life of our Nation; and 

Whereas, women who are in or running for office must remember that we follow in the footsteps of 
these great suffragists who fought so hard to make their, and our, voices heard;  

Now, THEREFORE, do I, Jacqueline vdH Sergent, Mayor of the City of Oxford, along with the 
Oxford Board of Commissioners, hereby commemorate and honor this Centennial and role of the 19th 
Amendment in promoting the core values of our democracy as promised by the our Constitution, and 
encourage all in our community to strive to strengthen democratic engagement, encourage voter 
participation, and inspire future generations to cherish and always preserve the historic precedent 
established under the historic 19th Amendment! 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of Oxford NC, to be 
affixed this the 26th day of August, 2020. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Jacqueline vdH Sergent ~ Mayor, City of Oxford 
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